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a ewith your editors 


There's a saying that all 
good things don't always 
come in big packages. Even 
s0 if you fen demand it, we'll 
try to enlarge the size sometime. 
Of course we'll need your support 
so get your sub in today. This'11 
asure you of getting STF #2, too. 
The subscription rates are to be 
found on the contents page. We 
garauntee them to be reasonable, 
here we pause to shed a tear for 
our empty purses. Sob..+80de-- 

Speaking of 72, we might pause 
a minute on the subject of mater- 
fal, We don't have a damn thing 
on hand, but we have been promis- 
ed stuff. Even so, we will wel- 
come with open arms any stuff you 
think will fit. Remember tho, our 
motto is 'quality not quantity!!! 
Of course if you have a large qu- 
antity of quality stuff, do not 
hesistate to remitt same. 

We of course will want your (7) 
comments on the mag. The most co- 
nstructive of these will be prin- 
ted in our letter dept., ABSTRAC- 


TIONS ,.Remember to write, after 
all, it's your fanzine. 
Getting back to the material, 


T must remember to give you the 
deadline for #2. It will be the 
1@th of December, this year. We 
request that all material be in 
before this date so that it may 
pe fully illustrated by an out- 
standing fan artist. As everythi- 
ng in SCIENTIFANTASY is coupled 
with art, the reason should be 
clear. Well, GOTTA GO... 
oeeeyou lucky fellow.... 






As there is quite a bit to say 
about everything connected with 
the artwork we are presenting in 
SCIENTIFANTASY, I'm not to sure 
where to begin. I suppose I sho- 
uld mention the fact that for the 
most part, our zine is based on 
quality artwork, or so we. think. 
Tf you'll be so kind as to look 
over each page, you should find 
pome type of artistic decoration 
on all of them. Schmoo-ell, eh? 

We would like to have a little 
more variety of artists in future 
issues, rather than having us 
doing most of the stuff, and are 
therefore extending an offer to 
all fan-artists who think they 
Rave sufficient talent to turn 
out good work to submit stuff for 
consideration. I will regard any- 
thing sent in carefully and will 
answer all letters, Allah permit- 
ting. Praise be to Allah! 

Beginning with #2, we are to 
carry advertising, much as we di- 
slike to. Now don't get the idea 
that ads aren't welcome - they 
AREIS Just that we didn't intend 
to. But, here's a new twist: in- 
stead of the usual method of sca- 
ttering them thru the mag, we are 
going to put them all in one spe- 
cial dept., with some art sprink- 
led throughout. What do you think 
of that ? 

I may as well inquire as to who 
you would like to have do next 
issues'ccover. You name him, we'1i 
get him. Don't forget to enter 
the backcover contest, you might 
win ya know! jwe 





THIS 


Of special interest to 
Iovecraft fans, is this monche 
cover, The capable artist who 
drew it may have been & relative 
of Lovecraft, it isn't known for 
sure. At any rate, he was born in 
the same countryside as Lovecraft 
was,and lived there for 16 years, 
His name is the same as Love-= 
crafts’ was, Phillips, And lastly 
he agrees with Lovecrafts' phil- 
osophy. What more can he do to 
show he is a fantasy artist ? His 
art speaks for itself, 

Educated in publie schools in 
-the east, high school in Port- 
land, Applied Art School in Mich- 
igan , and under leading commer- 
cial artists in Portland where he 
has lived for the past 25 years, 
Ralph is no dodo. This cover as 
@ matter of fact is to be on dis- 


On Cur Corer 


Artist Phillips has depicted a 


scene from one of Mr. Lovecrafts’ 
fine novels, The artist truely 
has caught the wierd spirit in 


which Mr. Lovecraft wrote. 





fo the right is another ‘ultra 
wierd' picture by Mr. Phillips, 


UZ 


ISSUE’S COVER ARTIST: 


Kabote eer: Fhillips 


J-G. 


Play at Raymond and Raymond gal- 
leries in San Fransico. They have 
more of his work too, 

Prefering a brush to do his 
work with, Ralph explains that he 
ean obtain bold and forceful work 
with a brush, something which he 
terms aiffioult to do with a pen, 
A special offer on reproductions 
of this months’ cover appears 
elsewhere in the mag. bk. 








ELLITE... 


Oh nostalgic moon, lambently pale - 

What are you that gazing drives men mad 7? 
Are you merely, as men of science tell, 
An empty scar pitted barreness; a sad 
Misty tomb once torn living from the womb 
Of earth - now a futile remnant of creation - 
A husk of terrible quiet and unsheltered noon 
And galactic chill of night ? Why then, 

If your glow is but reflected sunlight, 

As the wise men say, ( who know everything ) 
How explain the silent cold moonlit nights 
When odd mysteries and uncanny strange things 
Occur, making men pale and blood run chill ? 
Why on frosty nights when the moon is full, 

Do werewolves lope and vampires lust to kill ? 
Or is that ( as say the wise ) superstitions for fools ? 
And why call the insane ‘lunatics! ? 

Are they sensitive to your mysteries arcane ? 
What wisdom is theirs in strange sick 
Minds that is teo great for the sane 7 


* 


Oh poignant moon, secretively pale 
What are you that gazing drives men bea 
With wonder or unholy change ? 


: Elle Toth 
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IMPERVIOUS AS PHANTOMS,...00 

It was a sober and desperate 
group of men who hed gathered in 
the conference room. Outside an 
embattled , determined nation 
tightened its belt and wondered 
just what the end would be and , 
more important , when it would 
Come . : 

“We lack everything except 
courage to fight on and on , for 
thirty years if need be ," said 
the Commander In Chief of the 
Allied Armies. "We need more 
ships, more planes, more anti- 
aircraft gons, more tanks, more 
factories and more cargo ships, 
fhe only important. word is MORE 
and that is why I repeat it: 
MORE-MORE-MORES" He banged the 
table with his clenched hairy 
fist in emphasis as his 
eyes seemed to emit actual sparks 
of fire. 


steely | 


+ ZSRADOWS 


Dr- David H. Keller, M.D. 


Tllustrated by Grossman 


FEUHRER SHAUTZER'S BEWILDERED ARMIES ARE DRIVEN INTO RETREAT.» 
DRIVEN BY THE ENDIESS HORDES OF ALLIED FORCES THAT SEEM AS 


He was a grim o1d4 soldier, vet- 
eran of many a hard fought can- 
paign. 

"On the sea, in the air, on all 
land fronts we must have super- 
{oriy ; complete command of the 
situation ; able to take the 
offensive instead of being con- 
stantly on the defensive, And 
unless we have more of everything 
we can never gain that command,” 
he continued. "Without it we may 
never be conquered , but we will 
pe destroyed . Perhaps the two 
words mean the same thing in the 
end except for the spiritual 
satisfaction which comes from 
fighting to the very last man.” 

"In a time like this,” replied 
the 014 Sea Dog in charge of the 
Wavies, "what is there to do but 
fight 7 We will never submiti" 

His question was answered by 


RX) 


The air 

was as filled with 
the new bombers as it is 
with snow in a blizzard. 


silerice. There was no doubt that 
all agreed with him. Better to 
fight unto extinction than ask 
for or accept a peace that would 
{in the end mean utter subjugation 
of the peoples and the annhil- 
ation of their countries as 
national identities, There could 
be no argument, Their silence 
evidenced their mental fatigue 
and near hopelessness, 

A small, thin man who had here- 
tofore taken no part in the de- 
pate now spoke, twirling his 


hornrimmed glasses in nervous 
fingers, 

"As you know my part in this 
war is purely financial, Through 


the exchequer and with the help 


of every individual in these 
nations , through taxation and 
donation , I have supplied the 


money to build your ships, air- 
planes, submarines, tanks and all 
other materials needed to wage 
war successfully. I fight with 





billions instead of bullets. Over 


and over I have reiterated, that 
unless and until , this country 
and {ts allies become fully 
nation-conscious, instead of 


labor-conscious, all the money in 
the world will not create the 
tmore of everything’ which you 
demand. 

"There is not now, and never 
will be , a lack of money to 
supply an abundance of all we 
need. You,” turning to the Super- 
visor.of Production and Coordina- 
tion , "are the one on whom the 
onus weighs most heavily.” 

"Hear | Hear 3” and "You're 
right. 4"; "fis true 1” came from 
all sides. 

"Gentlemen!" The Supervisor of 
Production and Coordination rose 


with a defensive air - "We have 
Giseussed , exhaustively, every 
phase of that subject . We have 


factories, completely outfitted 
for production ; there is no 


p 


dearth of materials with which to 
work, but there are certain laws 
promulgated and enacted , ( some 
ambiguous and unequal laws , 


are 
IT grant ) beyond which I cannot 
go. Until the workers , through 


gome alchemy of your devising ," 
here he bowed low to the heads of 
the Bureaus of Information and 
Iabor, 
much soldiers as the armed 
forces ; that the efficiency of 
the armed forces are nullified 
through their lack of under- 
standing - ( I choose to be gen=- 
erous in my criticism ) and if, 
through any lack of inanimate 
supply we are exterminated, it is 
their fault , and IT might say, 
treachery and theirs alone. Until 
such time then, we shell continue 
in this desperate stalemate ; 
this ironic paradox of over- 
abundance of materials and an 
horrific shortage of supplies of 
the finished product." 

"Before I make a motion to ad- 
journ = for we are all too ex- 


hausted to arrive at any satis- 





"realize that they are as_ 
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factory solution - may I ask that 
you gentlemen reconsider my sug- 
gestion to view a demonstration 
of what I truely believe is 
most revolutionary invention of 
all times? I assure you, if I did 
not believe this would surely win 
us the victory - and that right 
speedily - I would not urge this 
matter further. This demonstra- 
tion will be brief, positive and 
illuminating. Whenever you are 
willing, the inventor is ready, 
However - the sooner the better," 

This from the Chief of Air 
Forces. 

" Have the idea presented to us 
tomorrow , shall we say twelve- 
noon, Gentlemen? Very well then, 
the meeting is adjourned until 
tomorrow . We will meet on the 
Downs of Cornwall where the de- 
monstration will be held and then 
we will take up in detail the re- 
sults, as our colleague has sug- 
eee The Army Chief rose, in- 

icating dismissal, - 

fhe chill winds of the Cornwall 
Downs bit the faces of those 
statesmen who waited impatiently 
the brushing up of the rabbits, 
At last one lone hare bounded 
across the dry furze, A picture 
was taken of its zigzag flight, 
Suddenly hundreds of hares were 
darting hither and yon while the 
men shoved and jostled one an- 
other to avoid the advancing 
leaping brown bodies which 
threatened to engulf then. 

Animation, excitement, radiated 
from the group which yesterday 
Seemed s0 completely saturated 
with gloom and despair. Question, 
suggestion, incredulity, followed 
one another so swiftly that bde- 
fore the answer to one query 
could be formulated another wast 
demanding reply, 

"But do you mean to say , 


Adems : Mr. 


I believe that is your 
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name -" 

"Yes , Samuel Amos Adams , of 
Salem, Massachusetts," 

"Do you mean, I repeat , that 
this insignificant looking black 
box was the only instrument used 
at the demonstration we have just 
witnessed? That it can be repeat- 
ed innumerable times as effect 
ively with human beings , tanks 
and planes as we saw it done with 
the rabbit on the Downs?" The 014 
Sea Dog asked pointing to a 
little black box with buttons and 
screws resting in the center of 
the conference table, 

"TJ do indeed, I am so sure of 
its performance that I have ready 
for your command, gentlemen , a 
staff of trained , loyal and ef- 
ficient workers and a completely 
equipped factory that will turn 
out ten thousand of these a week. 
I also have here with me, in this 
city, five hundred thousand for 
immediate distribution to the 
most distressed sectors," 

"Your faith in this is so great 
that you have financed the pro- 
duction of these from your own 
pocket? What would you do if this 
group did not agree with you? You 
surely took a great deal for 
granted." The Air Chief twisted 
the ends of his gray moustache as 
he spoke. 

"You know of course, we cannot 
refund any of the money you have 
spent without authorization <- 
even if, by the wildest possibil- 
ity, we accepted your invention?" 
Here spoke the eautious Chancel- 
lor of The Combined Allied 
Exchequers. 

"Gentlemen,.I have asked for no- 
thing, except that you accept my 
offer of both services, and the 
one thing which is the only thing 
you can depend on ~- in the immed- 
fate present. It is a gift. Tt 
costs you nothing except faith, 





SHAUTZER 


If your faith is misplaced, then 
you are no worse off than now - 
for in anticipation of failure 
you can continue with your at- 
tempts to produce these other war 
materials you have been using. 
There is no danger of dislocation 
of supply in the Adams factory. 
Never has a Adams tolerated in- 
subordination or lack of patriot- 
isme But if, as God willing, we 
do succeed - how many lives we 
save; homes remain intact: cities 
undamaged and national freedoms 
secured." 

Following a short consultation 
the international representatives 
agreed to accept Mr. Adams' offer 
and follow his suggestions for 
equipping the armed forces of the 
Democracies and their Allies with 
these little black boxes. 

-0-0-0-0-0- 


re 
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VICTORY OF SHADOWS 
Part IT 


Field Marshal Von Blaumiester, 
Minister of Propaganda, decreed 
in all his newspapers that there 
appear great details of the des- 
truction and havoc rained down 
upon the cities and towns of all 
the democracies and their allies; 
of the hundreds of thousands of 
prisioners; defections and de- 
sertions from the armed forces of 
the enemies of the New Order, 
That all these papers minimize 
the reports of the increase of 
weapons of these nefarious capat- 
4lists and communists; of the re- 
bellions of those people ‘who do- 
n't know they are conquered', 

But at his secret meeting with 
his Foehrer he told him frankly 





that the loyal forces were , in 
truth, having @ very serious time 
for the millions of fresh re. 


serves being brought up by the 
enemy made it impossible for hig . 
forces to either advance or hold 


their positions, 

"Fuehrer, it is a strange army 
we face. Each man is not only 
dressed alike but they look a= 
like; thousands of twins advanc- 
‘ne ‘%» ever increasing numbers, 
But the thing that unnerves our 
own valiant soldiers is that they 
capture no prisioners! They shoot, 
bayonet, stab, bomb and straff in 
every way, but nothing stops 
these reserves, They just keep on 
coming killing our men by the 
thousands. Our shells seem to go 
right through them and we cannot 


understand; they say they are 
fighting shadows - our men are 
sure they are fighting against 
something supernatural, I myself 
have seen it - from a safe dis- 
tance - and it is so, Our dead 


are piled high on the fields,” 
"Do not say so} Tell our men 


they must fight and win] I will 
not have it otherwise, I - The 
Ruler of the World - will not 


have it! Get me one of those sol- 
diers you call shadow! IT would 
see for myself} If you fail your 
head will fall ~~ or worse, .Get 
out of my sight swine}" 

Tramping up and down the marble 
floor of the erstwhile Kaiser's 
palace Fuehrer Shautzer tore his 
hair and dribbied spittle down 
the front of his ornately decor- 
ated uniform in impotent rage. He 
knew his field marshal had spoken 
ot truth but he would not admit 


Air Narshal Karl von Stelhardt 
of the Iuftwaffe, shook as with 
an ague, his broad leather belt 
unable to restrain the quivering 


a 
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of his fat paunch as he waited 
audience with his Fuehrer. His 
was @ sorry report and he felt 
sorrier for himself as he kept 
running his finger under the too 


tight collar of his tunic as if 
to make sure his neck still con- 
mected his head and torso. 

"But Fuehrer, the air is as 
filled with these terrible new 
bombers as it is with snow in a 


blizzard. Our fighters go up to 
engage them and find nothing 
there but they in turn are shot 


down. From the ground we see them 
plainly but they seem invisible 
at close range: Some chemical 
they use causes invisibility. Our 
anti-aircraft guns pour out thou- 
sands of rounds of ammuntition; 
they make direct hits - for their 
aim is perfect - and we on the 
ground watch them and see the 
shells strike the bomber - but 
{4t does notfall- the shells seem 
to go right throug! them without 
damaging effect, 

"Our pilots - the few that re- 
main alive and whole - are frigh- 
tened, they say they cannot fight 
shadows, The citizens weep and 
tremble; the noise of these thou- 
sands of planes is deafening; 
worse than the worst thunder ever 
heard * the crash of the bombe, 
the flares of the incendaires and 
the burning cities light up the 
countryside for miles, It is like 
hell let loose upon the earth ,. 
Coventry, “Manchester, Warsaw or 
Rotterdam -- all childs play to 
what is happening to us night af- 
ter night. I tell you, Fuehrer, 
we have nearly exhausted our sup- 
ply of ‘anti-aircraft missles - 
our factories are demolished - 
and not a single enemy aircraft 


of any type to show for it. our 
own forces have suffered such 
terrific losses that there are 


searcely one hundred planes and 


bombers to defend all fronts. Our 
peoples cry out for peace and 
those in the conquered countries 
are restive and troublesome.” 

Fear sweat dripped from the 
face and brow of the Air Marshal 
as he wrung his hands in terror 
of the raving man before him, 
striding up and down , stamping 
the marble floor and shrieking. 
Von Stelhardts eyes popped with 
fear as his Fuehrer advanced to- 
ward him waving his arms in the 
wildest manner while his eyes 
blazed with rage. The stout man 
dropped to his knees pleading for 
mercy as his master drove a boot 
into his middle, shrickine: 

"Pig} Dog) I will not have it} 


If the people cry for peace, give 
them peace - by shooting them and 
let their bodies lie in the sun 
You shalt 


and rot as @ warning. 
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a 


down those airplanes and fighters 
and bombers. Don't tell me they 
are phantoms} Don't tell me the 
enemy has been able to produce} 
Have we not seen to it that labor 
has been so disorganized that it 
is all but inoperative? T won't 
have it otherwise - I who am des- 
tined to rule the world decree it 
different. Any pilot who lands 
without an enemy aircraft to his 
eredit shall be brought before me 
~- and IT will decide his fate-- 
It will be such a pretty thing to 
witness } Annihilate the enemy 
or----" 

Air Marshal von Stelhardt did 
not hear the end of the threat 
for he barely managed to escape 
on water-weak knees from the en- 
raged man who had torn his cloth- 
ing nearly off his body and whn 
now lay in a coma on the floor 
jerking and blowing bloody, frothy 
bubbles through swollen and bit- 
ten lins, 

The report of Admiral Fritz 
Smelz was even more disconcerting 
for the crews of the submarines 


were revolting; refusing to go to 





sea as the undersea craft of the 
enemy were countless and exceed- 
ingly accurate in their aim with 
the torpedos. Scores of the Fueh- 
rer's subs had failed to return 
and those returning reported hugh 
convoys of hundreds of ships, 
fully laden and amply protected 
by destroyers and swift cruisers, 
making almost a complete chain 
from shore to shore, spanning the 
Atlantic almost as a bridge. 

Thousands of smaller craft dot- 
ted the Channel and the waters 
surrounding and adjacent to Nor- 
way, taking ever increasing sup- 
plies to those troublesome Norse- 
men who refused to be either 
erased or subdued, More ships of 
all types than could possibly be 
coped with ~ and the peoples of 
the Lowlands, France and many of 
the Slav states with Greece were 
being rearmed faster than the 
Gestapo could discover the sourc- 
es and stop the flow of supplies 
which were coming through the Su- 
ez; the Mediterranian and the Red 
Sea but where the landings were 
made were still a mystery, 

Other Axis Scuntetes were snar- 
ed in nets of submarines; nothing 
could get into or out of their 
ports; their peoples were stary- 
ing and were on the point of re- 
volt even though, strangely these 
and the countries under protect- 


ion of their conquers were not 
bombed or othervise molested. 
Despite the pleas tor peace the 


Gestapo had either shot or impri- 
Sioned thousands of the rebels 
but the insubordinations continu- 
= to grow in mumbers and feroci- 
Ts 

Fuehrer Shautzer was incoherent 
in his rage and jumped up and 


down as a child in his fury, 
clawing at his throat as if to 
tear the words from his impotent 


throat, His tongue protruded in a 
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purple lump and he was stopped 
from running his sword through 
his Admiral only because he was 
choking himself blind and could 
not breathe with enough ease to 
move swifter than his intended 
victim, 

The next day Admiral Smele was 
found hanging by his belt in the 
Sdmiralty office. 

Fuehrer Shautger sent for hig 
trusted Lieutenant General Mier- 
berg and gave orders that any and 
every person who dared say or in- 
fer that the enemy might overcome 
the Aryans was to be put to death 
- not instantly, but through the 
most devious and merciless meth- 
ods he could devise. Wo concen- 
tration camps ; no imprisonment ; 
DEATHS 

"Round them up}"” screamed the 
Fuehrer, "I will not have it said 
my armies are not invinoible-- no 
no invisible - IT did not say in- 
visible, nothing is invisible - 
and I will not have anyone say 
that the enemy is invisible eith- 
‘at a distance or close range." 

From all fronts where he and 
his axis partners were pounding 
with their tanks and mechanized 
infantry came word of the over- 
whelming forces so suddenly form- 
ed and landed in the most inac- 
cessible, supposedly, places for 
the Democracies and their Allies. 
Tanks that were larger and faster 
than the Fuehrer's forces and 
which withstood the most devas- 
tating battering, advancing, ever 
advancing, relentlessly, under 
the heaviest barrages; until the 
axis forces fled in panic, leav- 
ing their tanks or surrendered to 
avoid sure and mutilating death. 

And again, with renewd fervor 
the peoples of the axis countries 
were suing for peace. The Ambass- 
adores of those countries sent 
manv and urgent messages to 


the 
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Foehrer that they could hold the- 
ir allies very little longer. But 
they did not make their petitions 
in person - they dared not, 

From the ‘'protectors' of the 
conquered countries came reports 
of revolution ; mutiny in their 
own forces;disorganization in the 
officers in command; unbelievable 
loss of fighting craft of all 
kinds and positively uncountable 
dead in the soldiery, lying dead 
and unburied,slowly decaying with 
resultant pestilence and polut- 
fon, filling all streets and 
houses. Everywhere around him the 
Fuehrer beheld chaos and consgt- 
ernation of armies and peoples a- 
like and the more he fulminated 
against his officers and trusted 
servants the more and more frequ- 
ently he was stricken with those 
terrible headaches and attacks of 
catale psy; less and less often 
could he speak at all. He was 
tormented, day and night by that 
Phrase: "They say they cannot 


fight shadows," 
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Shadows! Shadows} Shadows} He 
most certainly was not going to 
@llow shadows to wrest the vic- 
tory from him. He forbade the 
shades being opened lest the sun 
east a shadow before him; he 
would not go out inte the sun- 
light nor the moonlight. Cries of 
"We want peace" echoed through 
the streets, day and night, des- 
pite the best efforts of the Ges- 
tapo, And then one night there 
was a frightening roar directly 
over the Fuehrer's palace and wi- 
thout thinking he darted to the 
windows throwing wide the shades 
and behold there was, in the bri- 
ght moonlight , hundreds o of 
planes, thousands of bombs drop- 
ping into his palace yard and the 
city. Turning from the window he 
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beheld his own shadow elongated 
against the wall grotesquely. In 
combined fright and anger that he 
tore his hair and hopped about in 
his rage, choking and gasping for 
air as his tongue swelled and his 
throat tightened. In his strug- 
gles he fell, striking his head 
on the marble floor with a terri- 
fie force. He lay still as the 
bloody bubbles formed and faded, 
dry, an his swollen, bitten lips, 


VICTORY OF SHADOWS 
Part TTT 


"Well you see, Gentlemen,” Sam- 
uel Amos Adams addressed the gro- 
up of international officers and 
representatives to whom he hed 
presented hig invention only 
three short months previously, 
"it is a simple little thing. I¢ 
looks like a small movie camera 
with a minature sound projector, 
Similiar to those used in the 
movie industry, but it is a very 
important addition. 

" You may take a picture of one 
object or a ocoP of objects as 
you wish, and this machine dupli- 
cates and multiplies those ob- 
jects in the picture. It does not 
depend on a film therefore it 
needs no time for development. It 
reproduces the picture inmediate-— 
ly without chemicals or intricate 
apparatus. 

" As you know, we equiped one 
plane in every formation of three 
with one of these little contriv- 
ances and as the plane flew high 
it projected the printed picture 
against the sky, for a8 -you saw 
in the demonstration with the 
rabbits on the moors of Cornwall, 
one became many and the sound 
projector intensified the sound 
in ratio to the number of objects 
in the projected picture. A mere 
wisper ig amplified to a roar, 
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" fhe density of the ocean made 
& perfect reflector and where 
there was one or two submarines 
the enemy saw hundreds and when 
they tried to torpedo those re- 
flected subs and got no results 
they were unnerved because our 
own were few were free to attack 
unmolested, almost. Those of the 
enemy Which 41d escape and retur- 
wed to port were terrified and 
mutinied. When the infantry saw 
huge formations and took none of 
our men prisioners , or rushed 
forward and found the ememy al- 
ways advancing in wundecimated 
lines , remaining untouchable, 
they too were undone . All the 
while they fought the imaged 
troops our real, physical forces 
were left to attack at will and 
efficiently. 

" I truely believe there is no- 
thing more terrible than to see a 
heavy shell strike a tank square- 
ly and yet have that tank contin- 
ue to advance unswervingly, spit- 
ting fire from all its guns, Yet 
it was a shadow tank, projected 
by this little machine in the 
hands of one of our men im an- 
other of our tanks. 

"The secret of this camera lies 
in the lens and this little roll 
of highly sensitized , polished 
steel, which both takes and pro- 
jects the picture. Patently there 
is nothing complicated about it; 
just the roll and these spring# 
connecting the projector and the 
sound track. Press this button to 
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take the picture ; this one to 
project it. This screw-like one 
regulates the volume of sound to 
agree with the picture and the 
distance the sound must travel, 

" What makes it work? Well af. 
ter all, gentlemen, that is my 


secret. I only gave you the mach- 
ines and THE VICTORY OF SFADOWS,." 
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O)F THESE FIVE PLANETS, ONLY ON THE 
SECOND HAS THERE EVOLVED AN INTELLIGENT 
RACE.MAGNIFICENT CITIES AND FLASHING 
AIR SHIPS MARK THE PROGRESS OF THESE 
HIGHLY SCIENTIFIC SECOND — worRLD 
INHABITANTS 


®@ARTING THRU THE LOWER LEVEL q 
AIRLANES, A SMALL SHIP DISPATCHED 

FROM THE WORLD OBSERVATORY, MAKES 
A HURRIED LANDING ON THE ROOF oF 
THE INTER-WORLD LABORATORIES BUILD! 
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ATURED STAR, WELL OVER 
A MILLION MILES IN O1A- 
METER - ALMOST THE TWIN 
OF OUR OWN SUN. THERE FORE 

WE FACE CONSIDERABLE DAN-# 
GER. NOTHING WE CAN DEVISE 
IN TIME CAN PREVENT THIS 
INVADER FROM PASSING 

CLOSE TO OUR SUN ENOU 
TO DISRUPT PORTIONS 
OF HIS MASS! 










ESHE MESSAGE-BEARER IS WHISKED 

DOWN TO THE 102 ND FLOOR, AND 

USUERED BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF 

ZAMOLAR , SUPREME SCIENTIST OF ALL 

AZOLA 

GREETINGS, SIRE! T BRING SAD NEWS ! 

LATEST CALCULATIONS AT OBSERVATORY 

L-S2 SHOW, THAT UNLESS FATE STEPS 
G) IN, OUR SUN IS DOOMED To 
\ COLLIDE WITH 

mw THE WANDERING PAN 
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® crea STIMULATING THEIR BRAINS WITH A 
CHARGE OF RADIATIONS, THE TWO AZOLIANS SEAT 
THEMSELVES AMONG THE WEIRD, COMPLEX BANKS 
OF MACHINERY ON EVERY SIDE. ZAMOLAR REACHES 
OUT, FLIPING THE STARTING SwiTcH.... . 


THERE! THE INTRICATE PROCESS 
OF FORCASTING THE FUTURE HAS 
eis BEGUN ! AH -The InAGE oF THE 
INVADER HAS APPEARED Ow THE 
SCREEN. IT SEEMS Quite unN- 
BELIEVABLE- THAT A DISTANT 
STAR SHOULD BREAK AWAY 
FROM AN UNKNOWN SPoT 
IN THE COSMOS AND START 
To MOVE TOWARD THIS 
SYSTEM OF oURS. BUT-4 
THERE iT 13 ! = 














































MY COMPUTING 
ROOM-WE MUST 
STUDY THE RESULTS 
OF THE COMING 

CATACLYSM IN 

ORDER THAT WE 
MAY PLAN A 
FURTHER COURSE 
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HUNTING 


Mlustratek by Teoh ~ 


Ever since the Shaver expedition 
to the Moon opened up interplan- 
etary travel back in '52, there 
have been numerous sports and 
other pastimes invented, just to 
while away the idel hours of hu- 
mans from Vulcan to Pluto. While 
some people enjoy playing base- 
ball with an asteroid and a dbat- 
tering-ram, and other people like 
to go ice-skating on the sunward 
side of Pluto, there remains one 
sport which beats them all. And 
that is the sport of kings -- 
grulzak hunting. 

Many people have asked me to 
Gescribe grulzak hunting , and 
since the editor of this sterling 
fan magazine had some space to 
fill , I thought it might be a 
good idea to jot down some 
thoughts on the subject. 

Grulzaks inhabit nearly all civ- 
ilized and uncivilized planets, 
You will not find grulzaks on 
Jupiter, however, since the enor- 
mous weight of these strange 
animals is sufficient to smash 
right through the thin crust of 
the giant planet, and then the 
poor grulzaks would topple into 
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Jupiter's | gaseous middle and 
suffocate. This would be regret- 
table. However, gYrulzaks roam 


through the jungles of all the 
other planets (except Jupiter and 
Earth, of course), The fattest 
and most slimey grulzaks are to 


be found deep within the vine- 
choked woodlands of Venus, 
To hunt grulzake , you need 


little equipment. A large atomic 
ray pistol is sufficient to stun 
@ grulzak at three yards. An ex- 
tra-large size atomic omb will 
knock a grulzak unconscious, pro- 
vided you stand within a yard of 
the animal when you detonate the 


bomb. JT would also advise you to 
carry the following items, which 
will come in handy : one large 


butterfly net ( for trapping the 
grulzak) , Three bottles of the 
finest Tennessee mountain whisky 
( for medicinal purposes only ), 
One boy scout first-aid kit, One 
copy of the Kinsey report ( for 
educational reading while you'r 
waiting for the grulzak to show 
vp). One complete file of Amazing 
tories from the issue containing 
"T Remember Lemuria” down to the 
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present ( for fire-starting pur- 

oses). A box of toothpicks, A 

e luxe rocket ship (for making a 
rapid exit incase the grulzak 
deesn't feel like being hunted), 

Now that you are completely e- 
quipped, let us proceed. We land 
our space ship in the equatorial 
regions of Venus, and disembark, 
Fortifying ourselves with half a 
bottle of the whisky, we set out 
for wherever the jungle is thick- 
est, Grulzaks, you see, dwell 
where the vegetation is densest, 
This is because the grulzak is 
extwemely modest and doesn't want 
the other animals watching him 
when he sheds his skin, which he 
does twice daily. 

How can you recognise a erul- 
zak ? This is simple. Lift your 
nose high in the air, Hard work, 
isn't it ? Tilt your nostrils 
skyward and sniff deeply, If you 
detect a fragrance reminisent of 
hydrogen’ sulfide mingled with 
Chanel Number Five plus a Slight 
touch of the odor of burnt rubber 
«- then you can be sure that the 
e@rulzak is nearby. 

Grulzaks , during the spring of 
the year, migrate from the north 
pole of Venus down to the south 
pole. They do this because it is 
warmer down south. Spring is the 
érulzaks' mating season , It is 
not umeual to see the females 
chasing the males all the way 
from vole to pole .. travelling 


at the rate of avproximately 200 


SELES 


miles per hour. fhe mating call 
of the Venusian grulzak cannot be 
forgotten when once it is heard, 
It is similar to the sound 
produced when a squeaky piece of 
chalk is rubbed along a bdilack- 
board , coupled with the bellow 
of the bull-ape. 

When you hear this sound, stand 
perfectly still. Do not move a 
muscle. The grulgak will come 
bouncing out of the underbrush, 
He will be clearly distinguish- 
able against the vegetation, The 
vegetation is green with purple 
spots, whereas the grulzak is 
purple with green spots. In the 
fall, when the vegetation is dy~ 
ing and doesn't give a damn what 
color it is, the color scheme ig 
the other way around, It would be 
wise to remember this, 

When the grulzak appears, vellow- 
saliva dribbling from his fanged 
snoot, his tentacles flecked with 
white perspiration -~ then take 
your butterfly net in hand, march 
boldly up to him, and plop the 
net over his head, 

He will immediately grab hold of 
you with one sweep of his gigan- 
tic tentacles, squeeze you into @ 
shapeless pulp, and plunk you in- 
to his cavernous mouth with a 
gurgle of satisfaction, 

Bat what did you expect ? Even 
such a delightful sport as grul- 
zak hunting can't be fun all the 
time coe 


The end. 
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T have heard so much talk about 


FANS being different , tut I beg 
to differ with some of you on 


that point, As far as I have been 
able to determine they are no 
different basically , than any 
other rabid fan. You will find 
the same devotion to hobby as you 
will in any other field. Just ta- 
ke Baseball, Fishing, Collecting, 
etc. and you will encounter the 
same FANDOM. They talk just as 
much and rave just as much. 

The curious part to me, is the 
fact that they will devote so 
much time to the stf hobby. It 
truely, does get into ones blood. 
I can say the same for myself (Am 
I not a FAN?), and many others. I 
am, by nature, very retiring and 
do not like the spotlight. I am 
111 at ease before a group. BUT, 
when I got into this stf work, it 
made a big difference. TI can put 
my stuff on paper and there is no 
barrier. That is one thing that I 
believe will be of help to a lot 
of young fans, In their publish- 
ing or writing efforts they will 
have a ready audience, and a 
critical one at that, but they 
will learn fast. I have seen many 
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a one-shot effort blossom into a 
high rating Fanzine. Some have 
continued for only a short time, 
but I will bet my last gold tooth 
that very few have ever regretted 
effort. In fact it was not 
work, but a lot of fun. My KAY 
MAR TRADER was a lot of fun. T 
had many fine contacts with the 
fans who were anxious to sell or 
trade. But there comes a time 
when one gets so much work piled 
up and no relief in sight, that a 
decision must be made, one way 
or the other. IT stayed with the 
NFFF work. 

Who, but a fan, would trust 
with his cash? Even mail it in an 
envelope (not M.0O.) and hope that 
it gets there o.k,. Even our busi- 
ness houses are more careful in 
money matters. How many subserib- 
ers have paid-in money and when 
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the Fanzine folded ASKED for 
their money back ? Forrest J, 


Ackerman practically BEGGED the 
fellows to clear up the VOM ac- 
counts. Perhaps it is the know- 
ledge that the average Fanzine 
Editor is operating at a loss, 
that prevents many of the sub- 
soribers from asking for money 
back. 

The most wonderful part of it 
all is the fact that if you do 
ask for help in any certain work, 
you can always be sure of a bunch 
of eager workers, Sometime the 
work does not progress 80 very 
fast but it generally gets done. 
With a good leader,lots of worth- 
while projects can be undertaken. 

What does the future hold for 
the stf fan ? I wish I knew all 
the answers. There is no one a- 
live who can predict what is to 
come. There have been more people 
wrong in their predictions than 
there have been, who were right. 
The big difference is that you 
hear very little about the guy 
who was wrong. I do believe that 
the next 25 to 50 vears will show 
a big advance in all the sci- 
ences. We now have the tools to 
work with, and our young folks 
have the imagination . What some 
people say, will never happen -- 
will happen just the same. There 
may be an atomic war, but J am 
spre that it will not be as des- 
tructive as some predict. There 
48 a limit to what people will 
stand for. Have you ever wondered 
why no gas or germs were used in 
war II ? I think the same reason 
that prevented gas or germ war, 
will prevent the Atomic war as 
well. The stakes are much too 
high to get involved in a total- 
out wars 

The average fan seems to be 
more tolerant about new things, 
that have never been tried or 
proven . He will listen where 
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others will just walk away and 
pay its impossible. We, in this 
generation, have seen many impos- 


sible things happen . Radio , 
Video, Radar, Box-car plane, 
Faster than sound plane, TI could 


set down hundreds of things if I 
took the time to do so, Even 40 
to 50 years ago it would have 
been impossible or fantastic, to 
even dream about such things. We 
will need young people with fan-. 
tastic ideas, 41f you please, to 
keep America ahead of the rest of 
the world. This is our only sure 
way to keep peace. If we can only 
keep our place at the top, we 
will have the tools ; have the 
workers to use them; and have the 
jump on the rest of the nations. 
Ien't this the real reason why we 
are as strong a nation as we are? 
We fought TWO complete wars in 
war IT. But not a single General 
will tell you that we were even 
50% all-out. What could we DO, IF 
the enemy landed on our soil, and 
we knew that we really had a 
fight on our hands? Do you think 
we could make a good showing? You 
Bet $33 
Inventors ( men with imagin- 
ation ) have brought many good 
things into this world. Is it 
their fault that some inventions 
have been used for war? No, both 
good and bad will come , and it 
will be up to the younger ones to 
carry on the work. Perhaps they, 
also, can create a better gener- 
ation than the one before. At 
and 


least they have better tools 
more imagination, 
THE FND. 
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Did mass hysteria sweep the 
United States, so that people who 
ged into the skies hypnotized 
hemselves into seeing the mys- 
terious objects ? Was it all a 
joke, like the "flying somethings” 
which some humorists constructed 
of junk and parked in vacant lots 
for their neighbors to find ? 

The scientists ignored the com- 
motion as long as they could; 
then with an air of condescension 
told people not to be silly -- 
who ever heard of such an idiotic 
thing as spaceships flying around 
in the skies of the United States 
in this modern day and age 7? 

Some theorists held forth on 
the subject of new, improved air- 
craft, being test-flown in stric- 
test secrecy by some unknown in- 
ventor ; others thought the 
mysterious objects could be huge 
birds or butterflies -- especial- 

one "thing® with "huge wings" 
thet landed on a farm in Tllinois 
but flew away before the observ- 
ers could get close to it. 

The first observations 
made in Kansas City , where 
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newspapers reported ™" something 
like a powerful searchlight " 
travelling east, high in the sky. 
About a week later, the mystery 
hit Chicago. Crowds gathered on a 
downtown skyscraper, and students 
at the University in Evanston 
said that the flying object dis- 
played red and green lights. 

Then came another week of si- 
lence and suddenly reports 
poured in to the newspapers of 
Texas. The oval-shaped thing had 
two brilliant lights,and was seen 
4n Fort Worth , Dallas, Marshall, 
Ennis, and Beaumont. It was head- 





ed southeast at a considerable 
velocity. 

Someone in Chicago produced 
what he said was a photograph of 
the thing -- a "cigar-shaped” 
silhouette. 


Then the mysterious visiter was 
reported from everywhere at once, 
it seemed -- Omaha, Denver, In- 
diana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa , 
Wisconsin, And, at last, at Sis- 
terville, W. Va. -- where it fla- 
shed brilliant red, green, and 
white lights as it approached the 
town from the northeast. "An ex- 
amination with strong glasses 
left an impression of a huge 
cone-shaped arrangement 180 feet 


long, with large fins on either 
side.” 
Okay, okay -- #0 you've heard 


Continued on p. 31 
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Oh Planet up there so lonely and far 
Tonight thou wer'’t the evening star 
fhey call thee star, though planet thee be 
Still, you brightly shine for man to see. 













fo the men who hope and the men who dream 
New frontiers lie at the end of thy beam 
But though thy beam be straight and true 
fo follow it far man cannot do. 


If man had ships with speeds of light 
They could visit thee tonight 

With ships alacking, men must stay 
On this poor world for many a day, 


In times to come, though, we may feel 
That we are ready to break the seal 
The seal which through the ages bound 
Mankind to life close to the ground, 


So Planet up there so lonely and far 
Although tonight thou art a star 
Look forward to the day to come 

When man may on thy surface run. 
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Of all the European myths and 
legends of the supernatural, per- 
haps the two most enduring are 
the vampire and werewolf fantas- 
4{es; they seem to hold over our 
{maginations even more of that 
repellent fascination sometimes 
amounting to an uneasy semi-be- 
lief, than does even the witch. 

Why they do 80 is not easy to 
analyze; for the vampire ,however, 
certain reasons do come readily 
to mind. In the first place, there 
are several types of animals who 
drink blood; prominent among the- 


CHANGELING: 
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is the vampire bat, 
while generally not deadly, 
consume large quantities of bilo- 
od,and which does spread disease, 


which, 
can 


From time to time there springs 
up a fanatic cult of people who 
guzzle blood. Although their 
motive is often religious, their 
aim occasionally is to prolong 
life. These facts, coupled with 


the natural fear of loss of blood 
and a superstituous dread of the 
account 
the 
'Tondead', 


walking dead, probably 
for, at Yeast in part, 
sistence of the 


per- 
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An equal number of reasons can 
be dredged up for the werewolf; 
let us qualify that term by ex- 
panding it, for the time being, 
te include all types of were- 
peasts or changeling. Man ap- 
pears to have an unusually large 
quantity of respectful terror for 
the human being who is able to 
alter his form into that of an 
animal, Back in the dawn of his- 
tory prehistoric man had a tend- 
ency to identify an extremely 
clever beast with the spirt ofa 
deceased person, particularly if 
the individual in question was of 
a malignant nature, As might be 
expected, unscrupulous men seized 
on this as a means to serve their 
purpose, whatever that might be. 
They would disguise themselves as 
wolves, as this beast continuely 
tormented the tribe, and attempt 
to frighten the people into doing 


whatever they desired. In many 
cases the outcasts of the tribes 
would drape an old hide around 


themselves,and prey on their for- 
mer comrades; they actually lived 
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very much as animals, and were 
undoubtedly half-bestial in ap- 
pearance. By playing on man's 
primitive horror of the dark and 
things he did not understand, 
these pseudo monsters apparently 
instilled in man a basic fear of 
the so-called werewolf. 


The above paragraphs are not 
intended to give fully the orig- 
ins of the two legends, which by 


the way seem curiously entwined; 
they are intended merely to give 
a brief summary, and to serve in 
your mind as a background. Of the 
two myths, it would seem to this 
writer that the werewolf is of a 
good deal more intrinsic inter- 
est; this is because the vampire 
story has become standarized ; 
there have not been any essential 
changes since Bram Stoker laid a- 
side "Dracula", 

On the other hand, the werewolf 
is constantly changing, and even 
evolving; it is true that many 
stories are set in the classic 
mold, but even these are varied 
in development and conception. 

If we generalize but a little, 
we may say that there are two 
bed-rock ideas of the werewolf, 
One of these might be called the 
‘old country' model; the other, 
this writer believes without be- 
ing positive, was originated by. 
Robert E. Howard. 

The first mentioned 
still far more prevalent. The 
monster in this instance assumes 
the form of an animal voluntar- 
ily; in that manner it becomes a 
matter of sorcery and links him 
with witcheraft. Consequently he 
is able to regain his former sha- 
pe at will; a wound from a silver 
blade or bullet will also cause. 
the change. In his beast—like 
form, which generally resembles 
closely that of the animal it- 
self, he is able to perform his 
aim, which varies; or he way 


specie is 
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simply wish to indulge his kill 
lust. At any rate, the creature 
4s throughly evil. 

In Franklin Gregory's fine but 
little known novel, "The White 
Wolf", a young girl makes some 
sort of pact with the devil, we 
are not told exactly what; and 
thereby comes into the powers of 
a changeling. In time she also 
persuades a youth, who is infatua 
ated with her, to enter into the 
wicked business with her. When at 
last they are tracked down and 
brought to bay, it is the girl's 
own father who executes them. 

This book brings out partly one 
of the chief reasons why one is 
supposed to submit to becoming a 
‘were-creature: the wild fierce 
joy of the changeling, the alien 
pleasure that no one wholly human 
ean ever comprehend, the melan- 
choly sadness and wisdom of being 


a part of nature. These senti- 
ments are beautifully expressed 
in leah Bodine Drake's pe om 


"Changeling". 

In passing we should note that 
the werewolf has long been a fav- 
orite subject of the poets; na- 
turally much of the wierdists' 
work has centered around this ty- 
pe of being, but many well-known 
and legitmate poets have also 
done exeellent work in this 
field. Many of the best of these 
poems may be found in August Der- 
leth's anthology, "Dark of the 
Moon", 

The number of short stories 
concerning the werewolf are leg- 
end; even today you can usually 
find one in the current issue of 
WIERD TALES. Perhaps the very top 
among. these is Peter Fleming's 
wuch reprinted, "The Kill". Out- 
side of being an outstanding 
piece of fiction, this yarn also 
based its "gimmick" or climax- 
device on the physical character- 
istics of a werewolf while in hu- 





man shape; in this case the third 


finger was longer than the se- 
cond , Another distinguishing 
mark, @lthough not used here, i8 
hair on the palm of the hand. 
There are mombers of others. "The 
Kill", by the way, also used the 
superstition of an entire family 
being involved in wizardry: in 
this case, changelings. It is not 
meant that the writing referred 
to in this article is the only 
book or story to contain the ele- 
ments attributed to it: they are 
merely chogen to illustrate the 
point. 

One world-famous 
ae} at least, 


short-story 
was an author- 
ity on werewolves: H. He Munroe 
("Saki") wrote many of hia finest 
tales about this particular man- 
ifestation of the supernetural, 
fhe legend -- and so the terror 
-- of the changeling is known the 
world over In a land where the 
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wolf is unknown or uncommon, it 
is simply some other animal. For 
4nstance, in some places it is 
pears, tigers,or even alligators. 
In South America, a sort of were- 


tiger was throughly feared and 
widely hunted. Education, of 
course, helps to erradicate this 


kind of belief; but it is sur- 
prising how often it can crop-out 
in the best educated and longest 
civilized, 

Purposely all mention of those 
striking instances in real life, 
which are almost wereviolf-ish in 


aspect, have been up till now a- 
voided, so that they could be 
discussed separately; mention . 


should definitely be made of that 
form of madness known as 
thorpy, when one suffers under 
the delusion of actually being a 
wolf. This type of insanity was 
extremely common during the Mid- 
dle Ages and undoubtedly contrib- 
uted a full measure to tne loups- 


lycan-. 
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garous legend. You can imagine 
the effect of meeting,while walk- 
ing through moonlit woods,a crea- 
ture down on its hands and feet, 
with foam- flecked jaws, who tried 
earnestly to bite you. Especially 
if the beast-like thing happened 
to be a man previously suspected 
of witchcraft Unfortunately, 
this kind of insanity occurs oc- 
casionaly today; a story about a 
lycanthorpe pops up now and then 
in the Sunday supplement section. 

The characteristics of this 
mental disease would seem to vary 
greatly. Some of its victims are 
continuely under its influence, 
and must always be confined;while 
others are affected only on spec- 
ial occasions, such as the fuil 
moon, The appearance of these 
people is naturally quite revolt- 
ing; they manage to look very 
bestial, although they do not 
particularly resemble a wolf. 

A very telling use of this 
prand of maniac is made by Jona- 
than Iatimer in his hilarious de- 
tective novel, "Murder in a Mad- 
house", In it there is a gentle- 
wan with disturbing brown eyes, 
who is kept in detention during 
certain periods, since at those 
times he labers under a strange 
desire to eat people. Despite its 
not being fantasy, this is defin- 
itely a worthwile book; it con- 
cerns the haphazard but curiously 
effective detecting of alcoholic 
Bill Crane, and is quite as funny 
as the best of Thorne Smith. 

To return to the legimate were- 
wolf, we might pause here to ask 
@ plaintive question. Why does C. 
L. Moore call her excellent story 
Werewoman"”, since that term 
means 'manwoman'? This writer has 
not read the story in question, 
although he has heard it praised, 
and its title leaves him slightly 
put irritatingly yuzzled. 
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The second type of werewolf, 
previously attributed to Robert 
E. Howard in this article, is to 
us far more fascinating, and of a 
considerable more artistic econ- 
ception. The first yarn to fea- 
ture what might be termed the 
"new style” lycanthorpe, as far 
as we know, was "Wolfshead”, an 
old time WEIRD TAIZS favorite. In 
this he expounded the idea of the 
werewolf who rebels against his 
state, who was forced into his 
unnatural condition by the bite 
of the loupsgarou; this creature 
cannot die, and must go on kill- 
ing until circumstances conspire 
to end his existence, 

The theme of the werwolf trying 
to combat his fate, to cease his 
destruction, is far more powerful 
than is the purely voluntary 
fiend. Howard's story is finely 
done, with the theme fully devel- 
oped, and has several scenes of 
real terror. His different hand- 
ling of a well-worked situation 
deserves considerable credit. 

However, the importance of this 
tale is magnified by the fact 
that the movies adopted its re- 
luctant werewolf idea almost ver- 
batim for its "Wolf-man” series, 
It is very surprising that the 
movies did not bungle this ser- 
ies, as they so often do good 
fantasy yarns; although not as 
Well-handled as we might wish, it 
is never the less far superior to 
the usual type movie "thriller", 

A young Englishman, beautifully 
Played by Lon Chaney,who is a far 
better actor than his roles would 
indicate,is bitten by a werewolf, 
and is therefore impelled to em- 
bark om @ career of murder and 
destruction, His horror, and 
frantic efforts to overcome the 
curse, are truely moving. 

Sadly enough, the series degen- 
erated atiey: the first aavecal 











pictures, Although the Franken- 
stien epic was worked in with 
"Frankenstien Meets the Wolf-Man" 
the film suffered only a little; 
in many scenes it showed real 
depth of feeling. However, when 
Universal roped in practically 
@11 the monsters it had under 
copy-right, plus Boris Karloff 
the entire affair turned into a 
silly melange of unfrightening 
horrors; the werewolf part was 
still good, as a matter of fact, 
but its importance in the pic- 
tures' theme was reduced propor- 
tionally, 

Here it is only fair to give 
credit to the man who is probably 
responsible for the movie retain- 
ing ite artistic sincerity; Lon 
Chaney is a truely fine actor: he 
brings strength and humanity to 


roles which are sometimes pretty 
silly, as is evidenced by his 
portrayal of Dracula, for in- 


stance, which in the hands of any- 
one else becomes rather ridi 
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ous. For another example, it is 
only necessary to compare his 
"Frankenstien's monster" to that 
of Glen Strange, who ourrently 
hag the part, 

One other fairly successful 
werewolf film comes to mind, "The. 
Undying Monster”, Although it 
laid no claims to be anything but 
a thriller, it used each situa- 
tion in such a way as puild up 
some honestly frightening sus- 
pense; the atmosphere was weird 
and unearthy,and at times equal- 
led that of the book by Jessie 
Kerruish,. 

In this writer's opinion, this 
novel is without a doubt one of 
the finest ilycanthorpic stories 
ever written, It combines the 
best elements of fantasy 








science-fiction, subjugates them 
by_@ "feeling" of real terror, 
and produces far greater effect 
than any other yarn of its type, 
One of its chief advantages lies 
in its plot, which is as intri- 
cately worked cut as that of the 
best detective story. We have 
long believed that careful plot- 
ting is a prime requisite for the 
impressive wierd tale, and when 
such is combined with very excel- 
lent writing, we must confess to 
being completely prejudiced in 
the story's favor. 

The physical appearance of the 
werewolf in "The Undying Monster” 
ties in very well with that of 
"The Wolf-Man", being at least 
semi-human, with the features 


transfigured by animalistic con- 
tortions, 
There have been innumerable 


other stories about the werewolf, 
some of them quite good; these 
discussed here happen to be the 
favorites of this particular 
writer. 

However, despite the high qual- 
ity of the work done in this 
field in the past,it would appear 
on first glance that the werewolf 
has been thoroughly exploited and 
should now be allowed to lapse 
into oblivion;perhaps this 1s s80; 
certainly no material, in this 
type, of spectacular quality is 
being written; but we refuse to 
lose hope. 

Surely the werewolf will be re- 
vived in all his former glory: 
maybe he won't be quite the same 
as he is now, but we'll know him, 
we'll recognize that hairy face 
with the glowing eyes and drip- 
ping fangs, 

Yes, we can be assured that 
some new writer, with a different 
and refreshing talent, will take 
our languishing lycanthorpe, and 
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For this first issue of SCTENTI- 
FANTASY we're trying something a 
little different. On our pack- 
gover there is a rather odd i21- 
ustration. What is it ? We don't 
know - since that is what this 
contest centers around, We want 
YOU to give it a feasible explan- 
ation and try for the buck prize 
we're offering as a reward. Di- 
rections are simple. Just write 
up a fairly detailed explanation, 
mail it tous, and if it wins, 
we'll publish it. If you care to 
write it up as a story we will 
most certainly be glad to have 
4%. However, it's the main idea 
that counts, so get your entry in 
Now 333 
CHANGELING: THE WEREWOLF cont. 
give him a new lease on life; for 
the werewolf is a far too intrig- 
uing idea to lie fallow for long. 

That is a fact easily demonstr- 
ated. Is there any of us that 
can, while stalking late at night 
under a full moon, resist a faint 
‘shiver at the distant dismal how- 
ling of a dog , or repress that 
compelling desire for just one 
quick look behind us, to see if 
we ere followed by a panting 
thing on vadded feet ? FINTS 


“SOMETHING IN THE SKY cont. 
too much about flying discs ai- 


ready, and you wish people would 


siut up about ‘em uniess they 
have something new to add to what 
has already been said and resaid, 
‘After reading the above accounts 
you're theorizing that some dopes 
can 48 recognize the navigation 
lights of transport planes when 

y see ‘em, You think that 
during July of last year, almost 
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CONTEST 


Deadline: December 18th. 





anytning in the sky would have 
been called a flying disc. 

Well, maybe you're right.... 

There's only one catch..... 

These reports weren't made dur- 
ing July, 1947. 

They were collected by Charles 
Fort from the newspapers and maeg- 
azines of April, 18697, and pub- 
lished in his book JEW LANDS in 
the year 1923 covcee 





